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INDIGENOUS DEATHS � CORONER�S REPORT 
Statement by Minister for Indigenous Affairs 

MRS M.H. ROBERTS (Midland � Minister for Indigenous Affairs) [3.22 pm]: Yesterday, the State 
Coroner handed down his findings in response to the inquest into the deaths of 22 Indigenous Western 
Australians from the Kimberley. The state government welcomes the coroner�s report and his contribution to a 
significant body of work aimed at improving outcomes for Indigenous Western Australians. While much of the 
focus has turned to the coroner�s broader recommendations, we must not forget the individual stories behind this 
inquest. On behalf of the government, and I believe all members of the house, I extend my sincere and heartfelt 
condolences to the families and friends of the deceased. For too long, many Indigenous Western Australians in 
regional and remote parts of our state have lived in unacceptable conditions. Coroner Hope�s report reflects the 
need and opportunities for government, community and the private sector to work together to overcome the 
intergenerational cycle of poverty, substance abuse and premature death. The state government has put 
significant resources and hard work into improving the lives of Indigenous Western Australians. The government 
has already made significant headway in Indigenous housing, health and education, but much more needs to be 
done. Australia has embarked upon a new era of Indigenous affairs following the Prime Minister�s apology to 
the stolen generations on 13 February. There is a new era of optimism, opportunity and mutual engagement on 
behalf of both Indigenous and non-Indigenous Australians. The state government is committed to working with 
the federal government, community groups, non-profit organisations and business, including the mining 
industry, to help more Indigenous Western Australians engage in employment. The state government, in 
partnership with the commonwealth, is working to trial income quarantining in circumstances in which children 
are being abused. We are also working to expand income management initiatives in association with our 
responsible parenting orders. 

The October to December interim report by the Drug and Alcohol Office indicates that liquor restrictions at 
Fitzroy Crossing are working. The report details a 43 per cent reduction in the number of reported incidents of 
alcohol-related domestic violence, and a 60 per cent decrease in the number of people presenting at the hospital�s 
emergency department in October last year compared with October 2006. The Carpenter government is on 
record as supporting further liquor restrictions in remote communities where alcoholism is endemic. Prior to 
2006, the state government recognised the need for urgent action in Halls Creek to improve the lives of people 
living in the town and nearby communities. Since then the government has allocated an additional $83.6 million 
for improved housing and infrastructure. In Halls Creek, 33 public and Indigenous houses and an additional 23 
homes for government officers are being built. To improve child safety, a hostel for children aged from zero to 
five years old was completed in September last year. The second stage for older children is on target for 
completion next month.  

I have been to many remote communities throughout our state�s north west. I know how awful some of the living 
conditions are. That is why the Department of Housing and Works is conducting a comprehensive audit of 
Indigenous housing in remote communities to capture the standard of housing and the current need for housing. 
The Carpenter government is fully and carefully considering the coroner�s findings. A meeting of the Directors 
General Group on Indigenous Affairs has been set for Friday, 29 February, later this week. The group will 
respond to the coroner�s recommendations and continue its work to develop effective strategies to improve 
Indigenous health, education, housing, law and order and child protection. There is no quick fix but we must not 
lose sight of the fact that we can all�Indigenous Australians, all spheres of government, private enterprise and 
the non-government sector�make a difference every day and take a step forward every day. 
 


